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BALL, M. J. Nursing infor-

matics: where technology 

and caring meet. 4. ed. 

London: Springer, 2011. 

 

Despite paying more for healthcare 

than any other country in the wor-

ld, the US ranks below more than 

40 other countries in life expec-

tancy – down significantly from two 

decades earlier. As the Institute of 

Medicine concluded, “The current 

care systems cannot do the job. 

Trying harder will not work. Chan-

ging systems will.” Creating a new 

system that is “safe, effective, pati-

ent-centered, timely, efficient, and 

equitable” demands transformative 

change and the health information 

technology (IT) to support it. For 

the more than 2.6 million nurses 

who make up more than half of the 

national healthcare workforce, IT 

will be more than an enabler. This 

fourth edition of Nursing Informa-

tics serves as a definitive guide to 

the transformation now underway, 

drawing insight and energy from the 

initiative known as Technology 

Informatics Guiding Education Re-

form (TIGER). Launched by a small 

group of nurse advocates, TIGER is 

a guiding force for integration of 

technology and informatics into 

education and practice nationally 

and provides leadership across 

health professions and delivery 

settings.  

Subsequently, it has developed nine 

collaborative sections that address 

critical areas for change: education 

and faculty development, staff deve-

lopment, informatics competencies, 

standards and interoperability, usabi-

lity and clinical application design, 

leadership development, national 

health information technology agen-

da, virtual demonstration center, and 

consumer and personal health re-

cord. This new edition reflects the 

core tenets set forth in the recom-

mendations made by the TIGER initi-

ative, focusing on a range of issues: • 

Transformation, culture change, and 

diffusion • Competencies, education, 

staff development, and leadership • 

Infrastructure, adoption, and imple-

mentation • Comparative effective-

ness research and personalized medi-

cine ...  

FERGUSON, M. K. 

Difficult decisions in 

thoracic surgery: an 

evidence-based appro-

ach. 2. ed. London: 

Springer London, 

2011. 

The second edition of Difficult 

Decisions in Thoracic Surgery: An 

Evidence- Based Approach addres-

ses the growing complexity of 

decision making in thoracic sur-

gery. More than half of the clinical 

questions posed in this book are 

new, and of the questions that 

remain as holdovers from the 

previous edition, virtually all have 

been revised and updated. As new 

technology is introduced, physici-

ans from nonsurgical specialties 

offer alternative and competing 

therapies for what was once the 

exclusive province of the thoracic 

surgeon. In addition, there is incre-

asing knowledge regarding the 

efficacy of traditional thoracic 

surgical therapies. How to select 

among these varied and complex 

approaches is becoming increasin-

gly difficult. Concise chapters are 

devoted to one or two specific 

questions, or decisions, in general 

thoracic surgery that are difficult 

or controversial. The authors 

identify relevant publications in 

their selected topics, grade the 

quality of the evidence offered by 

those reports, apply that knowled-

ge to objective management re-

commendations in an idealized 

world, and then comment on how 

they personally use the informati-

on in their own clinical practices. 

The book is a valuable reference 

source for practicing surgeons, 

surgeons in training, and educa-

tors.  
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GLOTH, F. M. Handbook 

of pain relief in older a-

dults: an evidence-based 

approach. 2. ed. Toto-

wa, N.J.: Humana Press, 

2011.  

The second edition of the Handbo-

ok of Pain Relief in Older Adults: 

An Evidence-Based Approach ex-

pands on the first edition by provi-

ding a number of timely new featu-

res. Most important of these are 

the revised recommendations from 

the American Geriatrics Society on 

prescribing that reflect the many 

new agents available since the last 

guidelines were released in 2001. 

Additionally, concepts such as sy-

nergy in prescribing for older adults 

have been better delineated in this 

edition. The most salient features 

of the original edition have been 

retained and updated, including the 

full range of approaches for pain 

assessment and prevention, inter-

ventional strategies, guidance on 

pharmacotherapy and nonpharma-

cologic pain relief strategies for 

seniors, preventive analgesia, the 

role of rehabilitation in sound pain 

treatment, legal and public policy 

issues in pain care for seniors, pain 

management in long-term care, and 

even the issue of spirituality as an 

adjunct to pain management. The 

second edition also includes a new 

chapter on resources, which inclu-

des organizations, internet websi-

tes, and guidance on acquiring addi-

tional consultation for pain inter-

vention. Of particular interest is an 

updated discussion of  

the effect that electronic medical 

records and internet-based personal 

health records will have on pain relief 

in older adults and a new chapter 

that serves as a resource guide for 

patients and caregivers trying to 

navigate the waters of pain relief 

assistance. This issue has not been 

addressed substantively in the pain 

management literature and the rami-

fications for older adults are particu-

larly poignant. Comprehensive and 

practical, the Handbook of Pain Relief 

in Older Adults: An Evidence-Based 

Approach (Second Edition) is a com-

prehensive resource with targeted, 

practical information that will be of 

vital importance for all clinicians who 

provide care for seniors.  

GUNDERSON, L. L. 

Intraoperative irradiati-

on: techniques and 

results. 2. ed. Totowa, 

N.J.: Humana Press, 

2011.  

The rationale for using intraopera-

tive irradiation (IORT) is based on 

the realization that tolerable doses 

of eternal beam radiation are of-

ten insufficient to achieve control 

of locally advanced malignancies. In 

these instances, the IORT compo-

nent of treatment becomes the 

optimal conformal technique of 

irradiation, since dose-limiting 

organs or structures can either be 

surgically displaced or protected 

by placement of lead shielding. 

This fully revised and expanded 

second edition is of interest to 

those with intraoperative electron 

(IOERT) capabilities, high-dose-

rate brachytherapy (HDR-IORT) 

capabilities, or both. Techniques, 

indications, and results are discus-

sed by disease site. Each chapter is 

dual authored by a radiation onco-

logist and a surgeon, giving a ba-

lanced presentation of clinical 

scenarios. Issues of basic science 

and physics are also covered, and 

a notable chapter on normal tissue 

tolerance is included. Intraoperati-

ve Irradiation: Techniques and 

Results, Second Edition is a superb 

compilation, providing essential 

cutting-edge knowledge. It is a 

foundation for physicians as IORT 

develops and becomes more wi-

dely available.  
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KURMAN, R. J. Blauste-

in's pathology of the fema-

le genital tract. 6. ed. 

New York, N.Y.: Sprin-

ger US, 2011.  

Since the publication of the 1/e in 

1977, Blaustein’s Pathology of the 

Female Genital Tract has consolida-

ted its position as the leading text-

book of gynecological pathology. 

An essential reference for all patho-

logists and residents, this thoroug-

hly updated Sixth Edition includes 

more than 1400 illustrations in 

color, informative tables and 22 

revised chapters written by interna-

tionally recognized experts. Discus-

sion of each specific entity is orga-

nized to include general informati-

on, etiology, and epidemiology 

followed by clinical features, patho-

logic findings, differential diagnosis, 

clinical behavior, and treatment. 

This clear organization is applied 

throughout the book and allows 

the reader to quickly access key 

information in every chapter. 

Blaustein’s Pathology of the Female 

Genital Tract remains the gold-

standard reference for practicing 

pathologists and trainees, as well as 

for obstetric/gynecology practitio-

ners and residents.  

LEROY, G. Designing user 

studies in informatics. Lon-

don: Springer London, 

2011.  

 

Computer software is becoming 

increasingly pervasive in all aspects 

of everyday life and frequently plays 

a decisive factor in people’s decisi-

ons. User studies of such software 

and its components will provide 

developers with essential data for 

improving designs and products 

while allowing causal conclusion to 

be drawn about effectiveness and 

usefulness. Designing User Studies in 

Informatics is intended as a practical 

guide for academics and business 

professionals wanting to evaluate 

user interactions with software. It 

provides a succinct overview of the 

theoretical background and includes 

the user study designs most suited 

for evaluating software and its com-

ponents combined with a practical, 

hands-on approach to executing 

them. While applicable to all doma-

ins, the book concentrates on exam-

ples taken primarily from medicine 

and healthcare. “This is an excellent, 

practical handbook that is unique in 

its highlighting of critical study de-

sign flaws, such as comparisons of 

new software with demo software 

or default values, and the remedies 

against them.” Carol Friedman, Pro-

fessor, Department of Biomedical 

Informatics, Columbia University 

“From variable selection through the 

process of identification of the ap-

propriate type of experimental de-

sign for a particular user study, Dr  

Leroy’s book aids the informatici-

an in the scientific process. This 

book fill an important niche in 

reducing time to discovery and 

should be required reading by 

anyone conducting user studies in 

informatics.” Kristin M. Tolle, 

Ph.D., Director of Natural User 

Interfaces, Microsoft Research 

Connections "I’ve wished for a 

book like this since I started grad 

school. So many resources either 

belabor ‘why’, neglecting ‘how-to’, 

or focus on minute details, losing 

sight of the overall task. The real 

studies described in this book 

illuminate how various research 

concepts and techniques apply to 

informatics and provide concrete 

ideas on how to conduct valid, 

informative ...  
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LIN, F. Handbook of 

practical immunohisto-

chemistry: frequently 

asked questions. New 

York, N.Y.: Springer 

New York, 2011.  

In a conceptually current, quick-

reference, Question & Answer 

format, the Handbook of Practical 

Immunohistochemistry: Frequently 

Asked Questions provides stan-

dardization of the immunostaining 

process for each antibody and for 

each staining panel. With links to 

the authors Immunohistochemical 

Laboratory website, this volume 

creates a current and up-to-date 

information system on immunohis-

tochemistry. This includes access 

to tissue microarrays (TMA) of 

over 5,000 tumors to validate 

common diagnostic panels and 

provide the best reproducible data 

for diagnostic purposes. Chapters 

are presented in a unique Questi-

on and Answer format. One table/

IHC panel is provided to address 

each question. A concise explana-

tory note follows each table/panel 

to avoid diagnostic pitfalls. Websi-

te links are provided throughout 

to update the massive information 

in this field, providing the most 

current knowledge and the poten-

tial for live expert consultation. All 

chapters are written by nationally/

internationally recognized experts 

in the related area ensuring  

authority and excellence. Compre-

hensive yet practical and concise, 

the Handbook of Practical Immuno-

histochemistry: Frequently Asked 

Questions, will be of great value for 

surgical pathologists, pathology resi-

dents and fellows, cytopathologists, 

and cytotechnologists.  

 
MARCUS, D. A.; BAIN, 

P. A. Practical assessment 

and treatment of the pati-

ent with headaches in the 

emergency department and 

urgent care clinic. New 

York, N.Y.: Springer New York, 

2011.  

Migraine is an extremely common 

condition affecting approximately 28 

million Americans. Fully 1 in every 6 

adult women suffers from this ma-

lady. Patients with migraine are 

frequently seen in the Emergency 

Room and Urgent Care Clinic for 

acute treatment of their headaches. 

ER and Urgent Care physicians ge-

nerally have little or no formal trai-

ning in treating these patients. Con-

sequently, they often feel less com-

fortable ruling out secondary causes 

of headaches and using appropriate 

headache treatment medications 

and procedures. Practical Assess-

ment  

and Treatment of the Patient with 

Headaches in the Emergency De-

partment and Urgent Care Clinic 

covers all aspects of acute heada-

che care, including care of the 

child and adolescent with acute 

headaches, treatment of pregnant 

and breastfeeding women with 

acute headaches and appropriate 

evaluation of secondary heada-

ches. Representing an important 

milestone in the care of patients 

with headache, this is the first 

resource available to exclusively 

address the issue of headache 

treatment in the acute  care set-

ting. Including protocols and stra-

tegies that can be used right away, 

Practical Assessment and Treat-

ment of the Patient with Heada-

ches in the Emergency Depart-

ment and Urgent Care Clinic pro-

vides information about lesser 

known, but effective strategies 

such as greater occipital nerve 

blocks that can be easily learned 

and incorporated in the acute care 

setting. Emphasizing the continuity 

of care that is so vital to keep 

headache patients from returning 

to the ER and UCC for acute 

treatment, Practical Assessment 

and Treatment of the Patient with 

Headaches in the Emergency De-

partment and Urgent Care Clinic 

is an invaluable addition to the 

literature.            
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NAGHAVI, M. Asympto-

matic atherosclerosis: pa-

thophysiology, detection 

and treatment. Totowa, 

N.J.: Humana Press, 

2011. 

Despite recent advances in the 

diagnosis and treatment of sympto-

matic atherosclerosis, available 

traditional screening methods for 

early detection and treatment of 

asymptomatic coronary artery 

disease are grossly insufficient and 

fail to identify the majority of vic-

tims prior to the onset of a life-

threatening event. In Asymptomatic 

Atherosclerosis: Pathophysiology, 

Detection and Treatment, Dr. 

Morteza Naghavi and leading autho-

rities from the Society for Heart 

Attack Prevention and Eradication 

(SHAPE) present a new paradigm 

for the screening and primary pre-

vention of asymptomatic atheros-

clerosis. The text focuses on accu-

rate, yet underutilized, measures of 

subclinical atherosclerosis, notably 

coronary artery calcium scanning 

and carotid intima-media thickness 

measurement. The authors introdu-

ce a comprehensive approach to 

identifying the vulnerable patients 

(asymptomatic individuals at risk of 

a near future adverse event). Addi-

tional chapters discuss future direc-

tions towards containing the epide-

mic of atherosclerotic cardiovascu-

lar disease using innovative  

  

solutions such as preemptive inter-

ventional therapies (bioabsorbable 

stents) for stabilization of vulnerable 

atherosclerotic plaques, mass un-

conditional Polypill therapy for po-

pulation-based risk reduction, and 

ultimately vaccination strategies to 

prevent the development of athe-

rosclerosis. Up-to-date and authori-

tative, Asymptomatic Atherosclero-

sis: Pathophysiology, Detection, and 

Treatment is a must-have for any 

cardiologist or primary care physici-

an who wishes to practice modern 

preventive cardiology and manage 

the increasing number of asympto-

matic atherosclerotic patients. • 

Outlines more accurate measures of 

risk (coronary artery calcium and 

carotid intima-media thickness) than 

traditional risk factors (total choles-

terol, LDL cholesterol, HDL choles-

terol) • Presents new multipronged 

strategies to aid in the early detecti-

on and treatment of high risk 

asymptomatic patients.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

OST, M. C. Robotic and 

laparoscopic reconstructive 

surgery in children and 

adults. Totowa, N.J.: 

Humana Press, 2011.  

Robotic and Laparoscopic Recons-

tructive Surgery In Children and 

Adults is a unique volume focusing 

on the union between adult and 

pediatric urologic surgical techni-

ques. The breadth of this wonderful 

convergence is most clearly and 

consistently demonstrated when 

minimally invasive reconstructive 

techniques are utilized. This volume 

describes in detail the surgical steps 

of the major adult and pediatric 

reconstructive laparoscopic and 

robotic cases. Pediatric urologists, 

adult urologists, fellows, and uro-

logy residents will find this volume 

to be a comprehensive, yet concise, 

reference for most all robotic and 

laparoscopic procedures that may 

be performed within this vast disci-

pline. 
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SRINIVAS, T. R. Kidney 

and pancreas transplan-

tation: a practical guide. 

Totowa, N.J.: Humana 

Press, 2011. 

The transplant physicians and 

surgeons at Cleveland Clinic have 

collaborated to produce, Kidney 

and Pancreas Transplantation: A 

Practical Guide. This volume is 

devoted to kidney and pancreas 

transplantation and is well groun-

ded in scientific principles, quanti-

tative clinical reasoning, clinical 

pharmacology, tested clinical 

practices and overall clinical appli-

cability. Also addressed are key 

aspects in the initiation, mainte-

nance and sustained growth of 

viable clinical programs in kidney 

and pancreas transplantation. 

Kidney and Pancreas Transplanta-

tion: A Practical Guide will be of 

great value to transplant physici-

ans as well as medical and surgical 

fellows who intend to pursue an 

interest in transplantation.  
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